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A Reorganization of Samaritan Inns
We have recently reorganized at Samaritan Inns, in
preparation for upcoming changes to Medicaid.
About a year ago, changes were made to our contract
with the DC Department of Behavioral Health
(DBH). In the past, local funding had been used to
reimburse us for providing treatment services to DC
residents. Beginning in February of 2020, the switch
was made to requiring providers to bill the federal
government directly for our services – Medicaid,
specifically. Because of this change, the Department
of Health Care Finance (DHCF) now has a huge role
in monitoring and addressing the fee-for-service claims
we are submitting.
While the reimbursement rates were never sufficient to
cover the full spectrum of services we provided, now
they are becoming even less so.
A recent study of the utilization of residential programs
in the District of Columbia compared with the U.S.
overall showed that DC has a much higher rate (61%
compared with 17%). In other words, when an individual
desiring treatment in DC presented themselves for
an assessment, over 60% were sent into a residential
program.
DHCF determined that far fewer people need
residential treatment, so a new system—an
assessment tool – was put into place. The new system
generates a recommendation for what its algorithm
determines is the appropriate level of care, instead
of a qualified addiction treatment professional.
The study also showed a high recidivism rate.
Clients were repeating residential treatment episodes
in shorter periods of time. “But relapse is part of
recovery,” said Elizabeth Clift, one of the Clinical
Directors of Samaritan Inns’ Continuum of Care.
“So, it’s not uncommon for people to have multiple
treatment episodes before they get to a place where
they’re ready for change. And that’s been the case
for a lot of the clients who have come through here.”

Elizabeth used to direct the 28-Day Adult Treatment Program.
However, with the Medicaid changes, she has transitioned to a
new role as Director of Integrated Behavioral Health Services.
Specifically created to address these changes and the increased
administrative oversight, this position will manage this new
system across all treatment and recovery services at Samaritan
Inns.
Elizabeth will also be working with Lynette Daniels and Thaddeus
McRae, providing support to the Long Term Recovery Program,
to supplement the services that our residents receive: more
individual and group counseling, case management, and resource
development.
The new Clinical Director of the Adult Treatment Program is
Maureen Burke, who previously worked at Miriam’s Kitchen and
Pathways to Housing. She has also done some street outreach.
Maureen was interested in coming to Samaritan Inns because
of our great reputation. Her faith perspective also affected her
decision. “I’m my brother and sister’s keeper, and I want to do
what I can to make sure we’re taking care of each other,” she
said. Maureen earned her MSW from Catholic University in
Washington, DC.
Heading our Transitional Treatment Program for Men is Clinical Director Thomas Valayathil, Ph.D.
He previously worked for 15 years in the field of mental health, but wanted to expand his experience
to include addiction services. Thomas said he was attracted to working at Samaritan Inns because
our values are congruent with his. “Samaritan Inns uses a holistic approach: treating the addiction,
as well as the social factors which precipitate relapse. We walk with each client from beginning to
end. We ground them thoroughly in the relapse prevention strategies.” Thomas said, “I really like
the Continuum of Care that we provide to our clients, which perfectly aligns with my own treatment
philosophy. Plus, I am a devout Christian.” Thomas holds degrees from Franciscan University of
Steubenville, Ohio, and Argosy University in Arlington, Virginia.
“We hope this reorganization will maximize utilization across all treatment and recovery programs
at Samaritan Inns as we continue to build a caring family environment where men and women
suffering from substance use disorder and mental illness can truly begin their healing process,” said
Samaritan Inns’ CEO and President, Lauren C. Vaughan, “and help us serve more of the individuals
and families who need the lifesaving services we offer.”
In addition to changes in leadership, we have also made changes to our appearance. All Samaritan
Inns properties now have signage.
And a big thank you to The A. James and Alice B. Clark Foundation, whose very generous grant
allowed us to make some changes to the rooms that directly impact clients, as well as to our
administrative office space.

Jackie’s Story of Hope
Excerpted from Street Sense, June 9, 2021, by Sloane Airey:
Jacqueline “Jackie” Pearson joined the Women’s Transitional
Treatment Program in February, after struggling with addiction to
heroin for 45 years.
“I had four fentanyl overdoses in November,” Pearson said. “Three
of them I was taken to the hospital to come back. The fourth one
was the one that did it: My son had to breathe in my mouth.”
Pearson was watching her 2-year-old grandson when she
overdosed the last time, and said the realization of what could
have happened to him while she was unconscious was a wake-up
call. Previously she said she would lie to her son — asking for extra money she would use to buy opiates — but
after he resuscitated her and realized the extent of her addiction, her son called her selfish and self-centered.
“I didn’t care anything about manipulating him, I just cared about getting high,” said Pearson. “But I hurt my
baby, I really hurt him. When I talk about him, I can see how he looked at me — his eyes had so much pain in
them. I was so selfish, I never thought about how much pain I had inflicted on my kids.”
Pearson said she completed several stints in 28-day recovery programs but always relapsed because she wasn’t
ready to be sober. One of the things she’s doing differently now in the Samaritan Inns six-month program is
addressing the trauma underlying her drug use.
“My addiction started as a kid because I was raped at six years old. I was being raped just constantly, constantly,
constantly,” she said. “I never, ever told my mother because I always looked at my mother as a big strong person
because she was a single parent. And I figured if I told her something like that she knew she couldn’t protect me
and it would affect her. And that’s the kind of attitude I had with people: I always take care of other people and
don’t think nobody’s supposed to take care of me.”
Pearson started smoking marijuana and taking psychedelics with friends at concerts, then progressed to snorting
PCP and then heroin.
“What started as a recreation became a problem for me,” she said. “And I started going back and forth to jail.”
Chrissy Buswell, the Clinical Director of the program, is working to include trauma-informed therapy techniques
like trauma recovery groups to the women’s program to help clients like Jackie who have experienced sexual
violence.
“These people keep on encouraging me, something that I need, that
I was scared to ask for,” said Pearson of the staff at the program.
“I don’t have to ask them, that’s what they do, that’s their job. And
they let you know that’s their job: they’re here for you. And that’s
why I’m still here in this program.”
Pearson says Buswell is teaching her how to pause and think before
acting impulsively on her feelings — something Pearson said she
never learned in drug treatment settings before.
“The addiction is still there. And it might creep up at any time
regardless of what she taught me,” Pearson said. “But she gave me
something to hang on to.”

Samaritan Inns at Taste of the South
On Saturday, July 24th, Samaritan Inns was honored as the DC
Charity supported by the annual Taste of the South Gala!
Taste of the South was founded by Southern transplants looking
to bring Southern Hospitality to Washington, DC. It has quickly
become one of the premiere non-profit event, raising over $7.5
million for over 200 charitable organizations.
For this year, Taste of the South is supporting organizations that
focus on recovery and empowering indivduals battling substance
use disorders.
Samaritan Inns President & CEO, Lauren C. Vaughan, shared her
experience, “Samaritan Inns was honored and grateful to be selected
as this year’s D.C. charity for the 38th Annual Taste of the South
Gala, which also provided support to other organizations serving
homeless men and women suffering from substance use disorder.
Samaritan Inns board members and staff enjoyed a festive evening
filled with delicious food, good music and lots of fun!”

Samaritan Inns at DaySpring
Samaritan Inns set a goal of having our staff over 80% vaccinated
by the Summer. In May, we met that mark. To celebrate, we had a
cookout and retreat at DaySpring Retreat Center.
We are grateful to our staff for doing their part in ending the pandemic.
If you are not already, we encourage you to get vaccinated. To find
a vaccine site near you, visit www.vaccine.gov.

SAVE THE DATE for the 13th Annual Tournament of Hope
Join us for the 13th Annual Tournament of Hope at Westfields Golf Club on
October 11th. We will have a 1:30 pm shotgun start.
Following tournament play, stay for dinner as we will raffle off prizes and
announce the winners of the tournament and in-game competitions.
All proceeds from the tournament support the continuation of Samaritan Inns’
mission. To register for the 13th Annual Tournament of Hope, please visit:
www.SamaritanInns.org/golf

Thank you Junior League of Washington
Samaritan Inns is grateful to the Junior League of
Washington for their recent support of Samaritan Inns.
The organization provided our programs a donation as
a part of the Junior League of Washington Community
Assistance Fund. These funds are used to purchase
toiletries, clothes, and other necessities for the women in
our programs.
The Junior League of Washington strives to be a vibrant
presence in the lives of the women and children in the
greater metropolitan area of the District of Columbia,
serving as a resource throughout the community to effect
positive change, seek common ground, and inspire hope.

Samaritan Inns’ Resilience and Recovery Grant
The DC Department of Behavioral Health (DBH) has awarded several
organizations, including Samaritan Inns, with a grant to provide Pastoral
Counseling to promote resilience and recovery during the Covid-19
pandemic.
Samaritan Inns is working with the District Church and other community
faith leaders, to provide this assistance.
Interested individuals can call 202-687-8831 ext. 225 for more
information. For specific information regarding the District of Columbia’s
response to the public health emergency, visit coronavirus.dc.gov.
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