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Dear Friends of Samaritan Inns,

With both great sadness and joyful re�ection, I will soon be 
retiring from Samaritan Inns. 

I have been blessed beyond measure while serving as President 
and CEO of this very special ministry. In my nearly thirteen years, 
I have been surrounded by the most humbly committed people 
I have ever known, the sta� of Samaritan Inns. As together we 
have gone about our work, I have seen countless broken lives 
be transformed into the healthy, productive individuals God 
intended. I have experienced God’s mercy in the most real and 
profound way. 

As my call draws to an end, I believe I am leaving at a good 
time – Samaritan Inns is strong! It is recognized as a leader in 
providing innovative services to homeless and at-risk populations su�ering from substance use disorders. 
We have nearly tripled in size and expanded our programming to include unique treatment services to 
women with children, and a full continuum of residential treatment and recovery services to adults. We are 
as committed as ever to making a di�erence in our community!

The Board of Directors is conducting a search for my replacement and soon that individual will begin 
guiding Samaritan Inns in its next chapter. I am con�dent our legacy of serving those most in need will 
continue with the strength of highly quali�ed leadership. 

I am enormously grateful for your friendship, your support, and your prayers. 

Regards,

“There is a time for everything and a season for 
every activity under heaven.” (Ecc 3:1)



After growing up in Cincinnati, Ohio and graduating from Furman 
University in Greenville, South Carolina, Marjorie Connell moved to 
Washington, D.C. to work on Capitol Hill. She worked for multiple 
Congressional o�ces and a Presidential campaign. 

After a fun run in politics, and a little time o� to be home with her 
children, she was asked by her doctor to assist in creating a 
not-for-pro�t organization to research autoimmune disease. In 2015, 
she helped Dr. Gary Kaplan of McLean, Virginia, establish the 
Foundation for Total Recovery, where she served as Executive Director. 
Here, she was able to combine her passion of helping others, her own 
personal experiences with journeying through health trials, and her 
professional strengths. 

Away from her professional life, Marjorie enjoys spending time with her
husband, three young sons and their dog in Arlington, Virginia. She 
serves as Treasurer of her children's preschool and spent the last few 
years helping her church raise over $25 million for a building campaign. 

“I am so excited for the opportunity to come alongside an organization 
with such a record of helping those who need a rescue and give back a 
bit to this wonderful city I have come to call home. In 1 John chapter 3, 
we are called to not just love with words, but with actions. 
Samaritan Inns lives out those words beautifully on a daily basis as they 
serve those who are su�ering and struggling to �nd footing in our 
nation’s capital.”

Welcome Our Newest Board Member!

Marjorie Connell

A Special Note 
From A Long Time 
Supporter:

Patricia H. Horan

April 2, 2020

To all at Samaritan Inns -

Just a note to let you know that I think of you in these 

critical days- you have ever been heroes - not just now but 

through all the years I’ve known of you.

You are ever in my prayers,



The Ontario Inn -- the site of Samaritan Inns’ new Transitional Living 
Program for Women – is ready to open later this summer. The new, six 
month program will address the critical need for extended residential 
substance use disorder (SUD) treatment for women.

Specialists working in the SUD �eld say the months immediately 
following the �rst 28-day treatment are critical for recovery, especially 
for those with co-occurring mental health disorders as it takes more 
than 28 days to attain chemical balance with medication.

Women su�ering from SUD have unique circumstances both in need 
and access to services. There are currently very few suitable options for 
those seeking treatment beyond post detox in Washington, DC. 
Department of Behavioral Health programs currently available for 
women who want to resume treatment are Outpatient, which is not 
ideal for our clients, most of whom are homeless. Our female clients 
also tend to have higher levels of trauma from domestic violence, high 
risk behaviors, and vulnerabilities. Therefore, they need stable living 
situations.

The successful launch of the 6-month Transitional Living Program for 
Men at the Fairmont Inn last year convinced us to fast-track a similar 
program for women. The Ontario Inn, which was not being used for 
program services, was renovated to accommodate 20 women, 
beginning with referrals from our own 28-Day Adult Treatment Program.

Our New Transitional Living Program for Women:

The Ontario Inn

 This phase will prepare women for employment so they can progress to our Long-Term Recovery Program. 
“So many single women that come through our program have very little options for transitional housing or 
extended treatment” says Elizabeth Clift, the Clinical Director of the 28-day Adult Treatment Program. 
“We often struggle �nding safe and sober environments for them to continue their recovery process, which in 
many ways can increase their relapse potential. Having a safe and sober environment for women to continue 
working on their recovery process would greatly increase our success in supporting single women with 
gaining long term sobriety.”

The Ontario Inn features 6 bedrooms, a fully furnished kitchen and living area, and counseling o�ces, 
and is projected to serve 50 women annually.



Thank You To Our Volunteers & Donors!
In light of the COVID-19 pandemic, we have had to temporarily cease volunteer activities at all of our properties. 

However, friends from several church groups have continued to support Samaritan Inns. The District Church generously 
donated funds so that the DC Food Box--founded by Daniel Clark, a Pastor with Neighborhood Church DC--could 
deliver boxes of groceries to our clients and residents. They also provided us with disposable face masks. 

“The work of Samaritan Inns has been an inspiration to me and a blessing to the city for a long time. 
I'm blessed to participate in the work that Samaritan Inns is involved in. 
They have been good news to the city for a long time, and if I get a chance to be a part of that, sign me up,” 
said Pastor Dan.

Meanwhile, volunteers from 4th Presbyterian Church in Bethesda, purchased supplies and appliances to furnish the 
kitchen at our-soon-to-open Ontario Inn. And parishioners of Agape Mission Church in Elkridge, Maryland sewed and 
donated reusable cloth masks.

Said Pastor Aaron of the District Church, 
 

This pandemic is far from over, and many people the world over need help. Yet, these churches chose to bless us with 
their generosity. Our sta�, residents, and clients, cannot thank them enough.

Volunteering Amidst The Pandemic

"We are so grateful for the opportunity to continue to serve the community at Samaritan Inns 
as a church during these di�cult times. If there has ever been a time to be the church and live out the 

calling to be a Good Samaritan, it is now. "


