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FROM INITIAL SOBRIETY TO LIFE LONG RECOVERY
The District of Columbia has one of the highest rates of alcohol and
drug abuse in the country. Homelessness in the region remains a
pervasive issue and approximately half of homeless individuals have
substance abuse issues.
“As I went through this last year of my life, I went through the ‘woe
is me’ phase.’ It was just me and the bottle,” said Victoria, a recent
graduate of the Transitional Living program, Samaritan Inns’ middle
phase of treatment.
While the need for transitional living spaces in DC is great, breaking
the cycle of addiction and homelessness in our Nation’s Capital can
not be achieved by more beds alone.
“Being at [a non-treatment shelter in DC], all you’d see is alcohol,”
Victoria said. “It was the hardest thing for me to do. Start saying no.”

Victoria, a recent graduate of the middle phase of
Samaritan Inns’ recovery program

It takes long term recovery work, including a supportive living environment
separate from old circles, neighborhoods, and even some shelters, where drug
and alcohol abuse remains untreated and unmonitored; for sobriety to take hold.
The middle phase of Samaritan Inns’ recovery program helps create a new
life for individuals suffering from addictions – a life filled with accountability,
responsibility, and loving respect. It provides the missing link for men and women
to successfully transition from their initial sobriety to long-term recovery – and
Victoria reached that goal with the help of program director, Lynette Daniels.
“Ms. Lynette is tough but she cares,” Victoria said, who is now a resident in
Samaritan Inns’ long-term recovery phase. “The tears Lynette cries, they are not a
waste. It’s because she’s walked this journey.”
“The middle phase serves as the link that allows men and women the ability to
stretch and go deeper” Lynette said. “With the understanding that the counseling
staff is there to support them in becoming individuals who are empowered and
have the tools necessary to live a long and healthy life without the use of drugs
and alcohol.”
The Ontario Inn

Building upon an ongoing, successful capital
campaign, Samaritan Inns plans to renovate two previously owned buildings,
the Fairmont and Ontario Inns, which will support 50 men and 30 women a
year in the middle phase of treatment while providing specialized addictions
counseling and ongoing support services.
The increased number of men and women served by the expansion will
strengthen the link between Samaritan Inns three phases of treatment and
provide hope and a home for many individuals in need.
“The miracle’s still not over for me,” Victoria said. “It’s just a beginning.”
The cycle of addiction in our Nation’s Capital can be broken. The residents at
Samaritan Inns like Victoria are working toward that goal.
“The support here is phenomenal. I am so grateful for this place,”Victoria said. “You
have to keep pushing through. The moment you quit, you don’t quit Samaritan
Inns, you quit yourself. I didn’t quit,” she said. And neither will Samaritan Inns.

The Fairmont Inn

CHRISTMAS CHEER IN TIME OF NEED
The holiday season is often filled with merriment and giving between friends and family. But for those on the
difficult road to recovery, it can be one of the most arduous legs of their journey. Samaritan Inns strives to make
each of our inns and houses into a home, complete with fresh
nutritious meals, the spirit of giving, and family activities.
Dinner fellowships occur year round, and Christmas day was
no exception. A special home-cooked meal for residents in the
Adult Treatment program was prepared by a group including
Samaritan Inns’ President, Larry Huff.
Every year since 1994, Clark Construction has graciously
donated Christmas presents to each resident in the Adult
Treatment program. In 2015 they also gave presents to the
first families in the new Women with Children program.

The Wasington Chorus’ Outreach Singers, performing
for and with residents and staff at Lazarus House

And as a special treat, the Washington Chorus’ Outreach
Singers performed a holiday concert at Lazarus House.
Residents and staff alike sang along with the choir as a family,
filling their home with the sound of music.

BOARD GROWS WITH SAMARITAN INNS ALUM
James LeBlanc, who was a resident of Samaritan Inns from 2009 to
2012, formally joined the Board of Directors on December 8, 2015
to provide an alumnus’ perspective to Samaritan Inns’ mission.
“I think every organization that helps people should have someone
on the board who has been helped by them,” James said.
James works for The Columbia
Heights and Shaw Family Support
Collaborative (CHSFSC), where
he teaches ex-offenders job
readiness. The CHSFSC provided
jobs for eight Samaritan Inns
residents in 2015.
“Samaritan Inns provided me
with the structure and the Godly
values I needed when I was first
getting sober,” James said.
James also volunteers with
Samaritan Inns as a worship
leader and recently founded the
Free to Worship Church in Laurel,
MD.

As the recipient of an inheritance, Mary
Anders set-up a Charitable Gift Annuity with
Samaritan Inns.
She provides that guaranteed income for life
to two beloved family members. Upon her
death, the entire remaining amount of the
annuities will go to Samaritan Inns.
“I feel joy in being able to benefit my family
members now, while also investing in the
future of members of the community who
will be given the means to improve their
lives,” Mary said. “I am blessed to be a part of
this life-giving endeavor!”
For more information, contact your Financial
Advisor, or call Cecilia Kramer at
202-667-8831, ext. 225

