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CELEBRATION OF LIFE PRAISES ALUMNI, CLIENTS, AND VOLUNTEERS
“‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your strength and with all your mind’; and, Love your
neighbor as yourself.” (Luke 10:27)
The Parable of the Good Samaritan inspires the work done at
Samaritan Inns every day. On May 4th, Samaritan Inns hosted the
second Celebration of Life at the Pepco Edison Place Gallery.
The theme of this special event,“Who is My Neighbor?”stemmed from
the Parable of the Good Samaritan, bringing together our program
graduates, current residents on the path to recovery, members of
the community at large,
Samaritan Inns staff surrounded clients in a circle of
and our volunteers who
prayer, led by Board Member Christine Johnson
support the miraculous
transformations that occur at Samaritan Inns.
All were celebrated.
But the Celebration of Life has the greatest potential to impact the
clients currently in recovery at Samaritan Inns. It began with a prayer.
A prayer where every member of the Samaritan Inns’ staff surrounded
clients in the Adult Treatment and Women with Children programs in
a circle of loving care and respect.
Moving remarks from Alumni Board Member, alumnus, and Pastor James LeBlanc
provided remarks and read scripture.
followed. First-hand accounts
of the success that is possible if one commits to the recovery process
at Samaritan Inns. Our alumni are pillars within the community,
committed to giving back and helping others in need.
For the clients who are just starting down the road to recovery,
hearing stories of hope and success from individuals who were once
in their shoes is an invaluable experience. They too, can rebuild their
lives.
Lorenzo, a resident at Samaritan Inns, and his gospel
trio, Something Special #3, performed at the event.

selflessness in support of our mission.

And none of this would be possible without the stalwart volunteers
who donate their time, energy, and compassion to helping the
residents at Samaritan Inns. We celebrate their contributions and

Every individual who passes through our doors is met with that same compassion. That same loving care and
respect. In the spirit of the Parable of the Good Samaritan, we celebrate our alumni, clients, and volunteers.

Board Chair Mike Alto (middle) presented awards to selected standout Samaritan Inns volunteers, including (pictured from left to right):
Pastor Kenny Swift, Pastor Yvette Ross of Revelation Knowledge Kingdom Church, and Pastor Aaron Graham of the District Church.

HOMECOMING
For LaJuana, Samaritan Inns is a return home. Not just as a
symbol of hope for continuing her sobriety, but as a return to the
Columbia Heights neighborhood she grew up in. “I learned how
to roller skate. I learned how to play basketball on those courts
on Fairmont,” she said.
Although the neighborhood faced serious drug and violence
related issues, she felt protected, because everyone knew and
respected her family. But, like the neighborhood, her family was
dysfunctional. Her brothers used. Her parents fought.
Despite this, her mother instilled good values in her children.
“She said to us, when we went out, we would represent her, no
matter what,” LaJuana said. “These words stuck with me.”
As LaJuana grew older, she, too, started to drink. “I remember drinking, so vividly. I can see it,” LaJuana said.
She was housed and employed but that came crashing down when her ex kicked her out of their shared
home while LaJuana was in-between jobs. She was admitted to N Street Village where she found longer-term
housing, started a job in security, and began her path to sobriety.
Unfortunately, her new job eventually started to garnish her checks and cut her hours. She turned to several
programs but they were unable to help and LaJuana was evicted. That’s when LaJuana moved to Samaritan
Inns and found a secure and affordable environment that allows her to continue her sobriety and pursue her
dreams. “I love staying here,” she said.
LaJuana is currently pursuing a degree in Network Systems Administration. After she graduates, she plans to
pursue a Bachelor’s Degree in Cyber Security. Not only is LaJuana excelling at school and work, she’s become
a passionate advocate and performer, speaking out on behalf of the homeless on WPFW and MSNBC, for the
Washington Interfaith Network, and on the Hill. LaJuana recently appeared in the documentary, “How I Got
Over”, where she shares her story of recovery and triumph at The Kennedy Center.
After 3 years at her current part-time security job, she received a call letting her know she was promoted to
full-time with benefits. Never satisfied, LaJuana continues to push the boundaries of what is possible for her
life. She shared how she wants to come back to Samaritan Inns and talk to people and share her story to help
them find the strength to make it through as well.
When LaJuana walks through Columbia Heights today, she sees many familiar faces. In the troubled
neighborhood where she grew up, LaJuana walks with her head held high. “They still call me by my nickname,
‘Pumpkin,’ and when they see me now they’re like, ‘Wow!’ They see the difference.”
In November of this year, LaJuana will celebrate 5 years of sobriety. “I look back and say, ‘We did this, God,’” she
said. Samaritan Inns is proud to host the homecoming and continuing sobriety of LaJuana.

Volunteers from Clark Construction recently prepared a cook out feast for residents in Lazarus House, Samaritan Inns’ oldest Affordable Housing
Communities Program building. But once wasn’t enough. Another group from Clark Construction also came for a work day at Tabitha House.

A YEAR OF GROWTH AND SUCCESS
Over the past year, Samaritan Inns has grown signficantly while continuing to provide the highest quality
treatment and recovery services to men and women with substance abuse needs.

Over 90% of Samaritan Inns program graduates maintain uninterrupted sobriety, are employed 20+ hours per
week, report improved family relations, and have their own home, apartment, or condominium. A staggering
success.
But the need for drug and alcohol addicition treatment among
the homeless and at-risk population is greater than ever. The
addition of the new Women with Children program presents a
unique opportunity for Samaritan Inns to expand our successful
programmatic approach to reach the critically underserved
population of addicted mothers and their children.
And we’re not stopping there.
Samaritan Inns is set to expand the men’s and women’s programs
to serve up to 50 additional men and women per year in the middle,
Transitional Living phase of our treatment program.
Samaritan Inns will also increase the capacity of our staff and repurpose two existing facilities to help maximize
efficiency for the expanded programs. This greater fluidity will smooth our clients’ transition into the third
phase of our program: the Affordable Housing Communities.
With the success that comes from clients remaining in our program from beginning to end, this increased
capacity in the middle phase will greatly benefit a large number of men and women in need.
Other highlights from the past year include the opening of a licensed Child Development Center for the
children of the mothers in the Women with Children Program at the Clark Inn; adding specialty staff positions
such as licensed nurses and case managers; upgrading all of our resident tech centers with new computers;
adding three members to our Board of Directors; greatly increasing our social media presence; and successfully
transitioning 28 men and women into their own home or apartment.

Volunteer participation at Samaritan Inns has grown in both volume and frequency over the past year. Pictured are volunteers
from King’s Chapel, who came for a work day at the Clark Inn, which houses the Women with Children program.

25 YEARS OF HOPE AND A HOME AT THE LAZARUS HOUSE
Samaritan Inns first Affordable Housing Communities
Program building opened its doors to those in need 25
years ago. Today, it remains a beacon of hope for all who are
continuing to build on their long-term sobriety and growth.
“Everyone who visits Lazarus House comes away from this
place with a renewed optimism that there are solutions
to homelessness that work. Solutions that work for the
community and the individual. Lazarus House stands as a
challenge to us all. We can do this.”
-Barbara Bush, Former First Lady of The United States
“When I came to Samaritan Inns, I couldn’t believe my eyes. I
thought it was a trick because [Lazarus House] was so clean and
beautiful that I knew addicts didn’t live here. They did; and that’s
when something come over me. It was a warm feeling and I started
to cry. I knew I had finally come home.”
–Reginald High, Alumnus & Samaritan Inns’ Director of Properties
Many individuals have found hope and a home at Lazarus House
over the past 25 years—here’s to 25 more.

GOLF CLUB AT LANSDOWNE TO HOST 8th ANNUAL TOURNAMENT OF HOPE
Samaritan Inns’ 8th Annual Tournament of Hope will be held for
the first time at the Golf Club at Lansdowne on September 30th.
The venerable Norman Course, designed by the legendary Greg
Norman, incorporates the natural undulations of the Potomac
River Valley, with tees that fit a multitude of skill levels - including
the memorable “island tees’’ on the par-4, first hole.
Guests are encouraged to visit the Resort at Lansdowne, where
they can experience Spa Minérale, which was named a Top Spa by
Virginia Living Magazine.
Following tournament play, guests may join the golfers for dinner at the Terrace Ballroom, where they can also
participate in raffle drawings that include prizes of a Stay and Play
package at the Landsdowne Resort, a Foursome Certificate to play
at the Golf Club at Landsdowne, and more.
All proceeds from the 8th Annual Tournament of Hope will support
the continuation of Samaritan Inns’ mission to help rebuild the
lives of those experiencing homelessness and addiction.
To register for this very special outing, or if you or your company
would like to be a sponser for the tournament, please visit:
http://www.samaritaninns.org/golf/

