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ONE YEAR AT THE CLARK INN - A LIFETIME OF CHANGE FOR FAMILIES
Last year in October, Samaritan Inns’ new Women with Children Program opened
at the renovated Clark Inn. Since that time, we have served 30 families as they
work toward building a new life free from drug and alcohol abuse.
Ashley and her two children are one such family. But when she first came to the
Clark Inn, Ashley only had one child. Ashley fell into postpartum depression when
she first had her daughter and she felt trapped in a bad relationship. She began
using drugs to cope.
“I was in a really bad place and was using a lot, but, all that I was using, it never
seemed like enough,” she said. Then she found she was pregnant with her son.
“When I found out I was pregnant with him, it was either keep using or get clean.
I left [the relationship] and went to my mom and aunt for help. My aunt, she used
to use. And she went to Lazarus House.”
Inspired by her aunt’s success at Samaritan Inns, Ashley entered our 28-day
program for adults. Judy Ashburn, our Director of Treatment Programs,
encouraged Ashley to enter the new Women with Children Program as her next step toward recovery.
Ashley and her daughter lived together at the Clark Inn while she
continued her treatment, which wasn’t even a possibility in the District
of Columbia until last year. But it wasn’t easy. The biggest challenge for
Ashley was to open up and trust that she was in a safe space to share.
“You have to talk about your feelings and why you used, how you’re
not going to use. I mean, you have to be 100% open. I lied to protect
myself. Pretty much because I felt embarrassed,” she said.
But eventually the staff earned her trust. “I finally let my guard down,”
she said. “After 90 days here, my half way point, I became a new person.”
The first 90 days of the Women with Children program provides
detox, medical and psychiatric stabilization, case management, and
counseling services to clients in a family-style residential community.
Ashley opened up to the staff, to the other mothers, and to her own recovery. She discovered a new life at Samaritan
Inns. The program prepared her to return to school, practice parental responsibility, address the root causes of her
addiction, and learn recovery skills.
Meanwhile, Ashely’s daughter was not separated from her mother. She lived
with her for their entire six month stay while receiving on-site child care at
the Child Development Center. She had access to education, recreation, and
therapeutic services, all in a positive learning environment with other children.
Leaving was bittersweet for Ashley and her daughter due to the positive
relationships they fostered here, but it was time for the next chapter in their
lives We connected them with Turning Point, a transitional housing facility.
Ashley’s son was born just 10 days later.
Ashley has since returned to school at Prospect College, taking an eight month
medical assistance program and acquiring a phlebotomy license. From there,
she hopes to pursue a career in medicine.

The Child Development Center at the Clark Inn

While the Women with Children Program at the Clark Inn has only been open for one year, it has already provided a
lifetime of hope and transformation for families in need like Ashley’s. May it help many more in the years to come.

NEW CLINICAL DIRECTORS FOR TREATMENT PROGRAMS
Samaritan Inns is pleased and proud to announce the hiring of two new clinical directors. Jo-Anne Bragg (right) for
the Adult Treatment Program, and JoAnne Houston (left) for the Women with Children Program.
Jo-Anne has over 25 years of experience in counseling in the area of substance
abuse. She possesses a Master’s Degree in Counseling and is a Licensed
Professional Counselor (LPC) and Certified Addictions Counselor (CAC).
When Jo-Anne went back to her 30 year reunion at Anacostia High School,
she looked through her yearbook and saw what she said she wanted to be
when she grew up: “A social worker to help the world.” And that’s exactly what
she’s done.
JoAnne has over 15 years of experience in treating mental health, alcohol, and
drug abuse. She possesses a Master’s Degree in Counseling and is a Licensed
Professional Counselor (LPC) and Certified Addictions Counselor (CAC).
“I love being a director. I love giving back, building a staff, and empowering
women,” JoAnne said. “And I love the babies.”
She hopes to build upon the Women with Children program with enhanced
community and peer support, and a more structured parenting program.

COUNSELORS OF THE FUTURE AT SAMARITAN INNS

TOURNAMENT OF HOPE

Two promising young interns have blessed Samaritan Inns with their
recent assistance in our Adult Treatment Program.
Shawn (left) is a Social Work student at Eastern Mennonite University.
He loves interacting with the clients at Samaritan Inns where his
passion for the field shines through. “I always wanted to help people,”
he said. Shawn’s work will make a lot of futures bright.
Theresa (right) is a graduate Clinical Psychology student at Divine
Mercy University. She chose to intern at Samaritan Inns due to the
positive staff and work environment. “It has a good spirit,” she said
“When you get to hear [the client] stories, it’s so profoundly amazing.”

The Cooley and Darling foursome won the 8th Annual
Tournament of Hope, held at Lansdowne Golf Club.

Looking for a way to help homeless
individuals with substance use disorder?
Support our Catalogue for Philanthropy
#GivingTuesday campaign on Nov 29th to
help us reach our goal and a chance to win
up to $5,000 in prizes!
http://cfp-dc.org/xgw7

